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Introduction
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escape

Historic flooding in China. Everything breaking loose and seemingly out
of control.

Many times in life it feels like everything is out of control, and in those
seasons we can become distracted from God’s Kingdom work.

If you look at the news or social media, it would seem as if everything is
out of control. We might even be tempted to ask, “Does God even
care?” Or, “Can God do anything about this out of control world?”

But, be reminded that God is accomplishing His purpose. Since God is
in control, you can stay focused on the work that He has for you.

When the people looked around Jerusalem, they saw the rubble left
behind when Babylon destroyed the city and carried their ancestors into
exile. They saw broken walls, burned gates, and a vulnerable city. But
God was at worked in what seemed like chaos.

God was restoring the city, preserving His people, and moving history
toward the arrival of the Messiah from the line of David. Israel could only
see a ruined city. God could see the coming King.

Nehemiah 3 is about more than a wall. It’s about God accomplishing His
purpose through a people who were willing to focus on the work God put
before them.

Page 1. Exported from Logos Bible Study, 10:52 AM July 15, 2026.


https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/Ne3

From this text, | want to give you three ways to stay focused on God’s
Kingdom work when life seems out of control.

Remember that God’s Kingdom work will not fail.

After inspecting the walls, Nehemiah called the people together, told
them how God’s hand had been upon him, and challenged the people to
rise up and build the wall.

Nehemiah 3 is the story of the people building the wall. Lots of names
that are hard to pronounce, and on first glance, it seems like a boring
chapter. However, much to teach about God’s Kingdom, and how God
allows His people to participate in His Kingdom work.

This chapter is about far more than a wall. It’s about more than
Nehemiah being a good leader or organizing a building campaign. It’s
about God advancing His Kingdom purposes.

This story is not about building a wall to keep people out of Jerusalem,
nor is a story about simply building a great city. This story of the
rebuilding of the wall is connected to God’s redemptive plan.

The entire Bible tells the story of how God redeems His people through
His Son, Jesus Christ, and Nehemiah is part of that story.

When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God promised a Messiah (Gen. 3:15).
That Messiah would come through the descendants of Abraham (Gen.
12). Israel was God chosen people to bring forth the Messiah. Israel not
chosen because they’re better than everyone else, but simply because
of God’s sovereign will. God promises King David that the Messiah
would come from his family line, and sit on the throne forever.

Israel failed God over and over again. They went into exile because of
their sin, but after 70 years, God brought them back to Jerusalem to
fulfill His promise.
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« God restores the city of Jerusalem because of His mission to send His
Messiah to fulfill His promises, so that Jesus might live for us, die for us,
and rise again for us, so that all who believe will have life with Him -
ultimately eternal, resurrected life with Him when He returns and brings
us into the New Jerusalem.

+ Nehemiah 3 is about God fulfilling His promises. God’s Kingdom work
will not fail. As the Israelites were rebuilding the wall, they could not see
all that God was doing, but He was at work for His glory among the
nations.

+  God’s Kingdom purposes did not fail then, and His Kingdom purposes
will not fail now.

- Beware of measuring God’s faithfulness by what you can currently
see. We often evaluate God’s work in our lives by what we can see -
and when we see a world that’s out of control or a life that seems like it’s
out of control, we wonder if God is faithful. However, you can’t see how
an infinite, holy, sovereign God is at work in every detail of your life and
in this world to accomplish His purpose. He’s at work in a million ways
that you cannot see.

* You may not see what God is doing through your prayers for your
children. You may not see the fruit of the conversations you have with an
unbelieving friend. You may not see how your service is strengthening
the church. You may not see what God is accomplishing through your
obedience in a difficult season. But the fact that you cannot see the
result does not mean that God is not at work.

- Beware of letting discouragement distort what you believe about
God. It’s discouraging when it seems like all we see around us is
brokenness. It’s discouraging when all we hear on the media is one
story after another of tragedy and corruption. It’s easy to be
discouraged, but if God’s Kingdom work will never fail, you have every
reason to be encouraged. In moments of discouragement, remember
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the bigger picture - the King who has come is coming again to make
everything right. Pray for His return. Long for the New Jerusalem. Until
He comes, remain faithful to the Kingdom work He has placed before
you.

Remember that God accomplishes much
through united people.

Nehemiah 3 gives us a picture of what it looks like when God’s people
work together for Kingdom advancement.

This is what the church is supposed to look like. Many members,
different experiences and backgrounds, one common goal. For Israel,
their immediate assignment was rebuilding the wall. For the church, the
ongoing mission is making disciples of all nations.

Notice how the people came together for the building of the wall.

The spiritual leaders joined in the work. They didn’t merely give orders to
the people, nor did they sit back and just “pray” for the work. They were
on the wall with everyone else.

People from all occupations served on the wall - not just the expert
builders. There were goldsmiths (vs. 8), perfumers (vs. 8), government
officials (vs. 9, 12, 14, 15, etc.), merchants (vs. 31), men, women, and
families.

Families worked together. The chapter constantly connects builders with
their households. Shallum worked with his daughters. This wasn’t just a
work for the men. The work involved men and women.

The work included people of high rank and ordinary citizens. Both
worked side by side regardless of their standing in society. (Phrase “next
to him” repeated.) Ultimately, what matters is God’s work being
accomplished and not your status in society.
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+ Israel came together to rebuild, but the work differed among the people.
Some worked near their homes. Some worked on more sections of the
walls than others (e.g., men of Tekoa in vs. 5 and vs. 27). They didn’t
stop after completing one assignment.

+ Each section of the wall mattered, and every person’s contribution to the
work mattered. One unfinished section would leave the city exposed.

+ Baruch is the only one that is described as working diligently (vs. 20).
(Other translations say “zealously” - NASB). Not that others were not
zealous, but his work stood out. He’s honored in Scripture. Serve with
the zeal of Baruch.

+  Some weren’t given glamorous assignments - How would you like your
assignment to be the Dung gate - where the trash was taken out? (vs.
13-14).

+ Nehemiah is barely visible in the chapter. Nehemiah organized and
motivated the people, but this chapter is about God using a unified
people to accomplish His work.

+ Aunified people are united by the work of God, see the need, put aside
petty differences, and get to work for the glory of God. As you think
about who we are as a church, answer these three questions:

+ Where has God placed me? You’re not called to do everything but you
are called to do something. Often, what God calls you to matches your
affinities and abilities. Sometimes, God will give you an assignment that
has nothing to do with your affinities (e.g., serving with teenagers in
England.) He might call you to a place of service that requires you to
depend on Him. Don’t assume discomfort means you are in the wrong
place. Don’t become so focused on where you’d rather serve that you
neglect where God has placed you.

+ Who has God placed beside you? Look at the people around you.
God has not called you to serve alone. He has called you to serve Him
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with the people in this local church - people who are different than you,
you have different abilities than you.

Are you strengthening the people beside you or making their work more
difficult? When you think about the people you are called to serve with,
are you comparing yourself? Competing with others? Resenting
anyone?

It may even be that God has placed a difficult person beside you to
teach you patience and humility.

Ask yourself, ‘How can | help the people God has placed beside me?”

What need has God placed in front of you? Your next place of service
is likely the need that’s right in front of you. The need could be young
parents that need mentoring, or it could be your own children who need
discipling. It could be the widow who needs companionship. You can’t
meet every need, but you can be faithful to serve the need that is right in
front of you.

Remember that God’s mission is more important
than your position.

Nehemiah 3 an encouraging chapter that shows us how God works
through unified people, but one verse in Nehemiah is disheartening.

The Tekoites were Israelites who lived outside of Jerusalem who had
come to work on the wall. However, their nobles would not lift a finger to
the work. They would not submit to the supervisors.

This is NOT how you want to be remembered in God’s Kingdom - as a
people that would not stoop to do the work.

Why wouldn’t they join in on the work? The text doesn’t tell us explicitly.
Nobles were people of importance. Perhaps they thought they were too
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good to lower themselves to working on a wall, or they wanted to be
served rather than to serve.

+ The nobles were wiling to carry a title, but they were unwilling to carry
the burden of the work.

+ Regardless, lost sight that God’s mission was more important than their
position in society.

+  We like self-importance, to be noticed, places of prominence. We like
pats on the back. But, for Christ followers, what matters most is that the
whole world takes notice of the glory of God - that they see our great
King and worship him.

+ How do we make God’s mission more important than our position or
desire for self-importance?

* Never consider any Kingdom work beneath you. Instead of saying,
“Here’s what | want to do...” Or, “Here’s what I'm good at... Say to God
and His church, “I’'m available” regardless of the assignment. Be careful
of saying, “I can’t do that.” Or, “l won’t do that.”

+ Anchor your identity in Christ rather than a role or position. If you
consider any kingdom work beneath you, it’s likely because you’ve
anchored yourself to self-importance or pride rather than Christ. If you
have “I'm better than” attitude, ask God to break you of that, and ask
God to humble you so that you might join Him in His work in whatever
He asks of you.

+ How can you tell if you have anchored your identity to a role, position, or
self-importance?

+ Are you resentful when someone is recognized?
+ Are you offended when someone does not follow your advice?

+ Do you withdraw when you don’t get the role or opportunity you
want?
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+ Do you refuse to serve when the assignment does not feel important
enough?

* Your ultimate value is not tied to a title or position, it’s tied to the One
who loved you so much that He died and rose again for you. You don’t
need a position to prove your significance. Your King has already given
you an identity.

+ Aren’t you thankful that Jesus didn’t consider His work beneath Him?
Aren’t you thankful that the One who is exalted above the heavens
willingly humbled Himself by coming to this world, entering into our
brokenness, live a perfect life in our place, only to go to a cross to die a
humiliating death for us? Aren’t you thankful that He rose from the dead
three days later securing for us forgiveness of sins and eternal life?

« Today, if you have not placed your faith in Christ, repent of your sins and
turn to Him by faith.

+ If you are a follower of Jesus, how is God calling you to serve His
Kingdom with humility and joy? How will you join God’s work of
advancing His Kingdom?

+ The Kingdom will not fail. The King is coming. Until He does, stay faithful
to the work He has placed before you.
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