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Introduction
•	https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/preaching/sermon-illustrations/study-of-how-long-well-wait/ -
•	Some things you won’t wait for… Some things you are waiting to do… Some things you’re putting off…  
•	Why are you waiting to repent of that sin that entangles you? Why are you waiting to reconcile a relationship that has gone bad? Why are you waiting to share the Gospel with your friend? Why are you waiting to get involved in a Discipleship Group? 
•	If you knew that today was your last day on this earth, how would it affect the way you live? 
•	The reality: we don’t know when our last day will be, and we certainly don’t know the day that Christ will return, but Paul tells us that our salvation is nearer than it’s ever been. The clock is ticking. 
•	Romans 13:8-14 is a wake up call. I want to show you three challenges from this text that should challenge us to live every day as if it were our last day. 
Live as a debtor (vs. 8-10). 
•	Paul has already wrote about love (Romans 12:9-21), but he returns to love again. He’ll challenge us to love each other one more time in Romans 14. 
•	In Romans, Paul doesn’t talk about romantic love - the kind of love that we’re obsessed with in our modern culture. He focuses much more on brotherly/sisterly love that we take for granted in a world where everyone is out for themselves. 
•	vs. 8  - Do not owe anyone anything (pay your taxes). Paul giving an analogy - NOT instructing us to never take out a loan. Pay your debts. The good thing about paying off a loan balance is that you’re done with that debt.
•	You can pay off a loan, but you can’t pay off what you owe to others. What you owe to others is love. 
•	Think 1 Corinthians 13 - Characteristics of love - You owe your patience, kindness, humility, desiring the best, benefit of the doubt, etc. 
•	You DON’T owe people rudeness, jealousy, cynicism, sarcasm, irritability, etc. 
•	Why do you owe people love? Because you know the love of Jesus.  Jesus loved you so much that He went to the cross to die in your place paying your sin debt that you could never repay. (COVID - many decisions made because of what we did not know. Make a decision to love based on what you know.)
•	Hymn: Jesus paid it all, all to HIM I owe… True statement. 
•	You can never pay off the debt of love that you owe, but you live as a debtor by constantly loving others because of the love that has been shown to you. 
•	By loving others, we fulfill the law. Paul NOT saying that we have fulfilled the Law for our salvation. Jesus did that. 
•	We cannot love like Jesus unless we have the Spirit inside of us. Now, because of the Spirit we fulfill the Law. We’re able to live out the intent of the Law (Matthew 22:37-40). 
•	Paul points to several of the Ten Commandments—adultery, murder, stealing, coveting. These commands focused on loving others.  Paul quotes Leviticus 19:18 to remind us that the essence of the Law is to love God AND our neighbor. 
•	We read the commands as prohibitions, or what we CAN’T do. But, in these commands, God is actually inviting us into something positive that if we lived out would help us pay the debt of love: 
•	You get to be committed to a healthy marriage.  Adultery/sexual sin wreaks havoc on our culture.  Husbands, you owe your wife kindness, gentleness, etc. Wives, you ower your husband the same.  
•	You get to be controlled by the Spirit. Jesus told us that murder is a matter of a heart with uncontrolled anger. Under the control of the Spirit you are willing to give people what you owe them - not your anger, but your love. 
•	You get to be a contributor to the faith family.  Our sin nature causes us to be takers. The Spirit empowers us to be givers.  Constantly asking, “How can I bless? vs. “How can I receive?”  You owe this church your spiritual giftedness, your faithful service, your encouragement. 
•	You get to be content with what God has given you. Instead of comparing and wanting what others have, you owe it to others to rejoice when they rejoice - to be thankful for what God has blessed others with. 
•	 Living every day as if it is your last is living with a focus of loving others as a debtor.  
Live with urgency (vs. 11). 
•	NOW is the time to love. NOW is the time to mend broken relationships. NOW is the time to be the church on mission in the world. The clock is ticking, and you can’t stop it. (Urgency to get to Hud’s game after missing his starting debut…)
•	vs. 11 - “You know the time.” 
•	The return of Christ is imminent. You’re not guaranteed your next breath. The Lord could call you home today. Or, Christ’s return could be right around the corner.
•	We would all be well-served to think more about our last days so we might be motivated to live with urgency.  
•	“Your salvation is nearer than we first believed.” Salvation = past, present, future. Your ultimate deliverance from this sinful world is closer today than it was yesterday. 
•	Our attitude: “I have time…” We put off obedience to the Lord because of the illusion of more time. Think things like, “I’m just not ready to forgive.” Or, “I need more time to be ready to share the Gospel.” Or, “I have time to get serious about my faith, put off sin, etc.” 
•	We’re really good at delaying obedience. When we delay our obedience we end up delaying our own spiritual growth, miss opportunities to bless others, and ultimately miss opportunities to live on God’s mission. 
•	It is the hour for you to wake up from sleep!  
•	How do you know if you are spiritually asleep? 
•	You’ve embraced complacency as normal. You don’t even try anymore. Perhaps you’ve just accepted that you’re never going to be able to forgive that person or you’ve given up on your own spiritual growth.  
•	You’re way too easily distracted by what’s temporary. Why obey the Lord? It’s hard. It’s costly. It’s easier to become obsessed with the things the world.  
•	You’re trusting what God did in your life years ago while neglecting your walk with Him today. You feel “good with God” because you prayed a prayer years ago or had some kind of experience years ago. Faith isn’t past tense - it’s present - it’s what your placing your trust in now. 
•	You’re tolerating sin and don’t feel convicted anymore. Perhaps you’ve normalized sin. The Spirit-filled, victorious life of Romans 8 is foreign to you. Instead, giving in to your desires is normal, and you have no desire to change. 
•	Paul’s warning - wake up! This is urgent! Your eternal destiny and the mission of God is too important for you to remain asleep. 
Live with decency (vs. 12-14). 
•	vs. 12 - Paul continues to help us think about waking up by using the analogy of darkness and light. Right now, we’re in the night. We’re in a broken world where sin still reigns. Paul has already told us how sin affects the lives of believers (Romans 7). 
•	Deeds happen in the darkness that we want hidden. It could be that there are sins you are trying to hide. You think you’ve hidden your sin well, but God knows. And, the light is coming. Your sin will not stay hidden. 
•	Therefore, discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Paul challenges us to walk with decency. Decency = a fitting manner of behavior. 
•	You’re in Christ - the time for associating with darkness is over. It’s past time to live in the light.
•	Armor of light = a battle to stay in the light. We always want to revert back to deeds of darkness. Why Paul tells us to put on the armor of God in Ephesians 6.  
•	You don’t go out in public without getting ready - removing your pajamas, taking a shower, brushing your teeth, putting on presentable clothes, etc. 
•	The idea - be ready to present yourself to the One who is returning for you. The night is nearly over, the day of His return is close. Live in the light.  
•	Put off/Put on - Similar language to Ephesians 4. Paul gives us examples of sins to put off - sins that affect relationships and stunt our ability to love. 
•	What does Paul mean by putting off and putting on? 
•	Remember the decision you made to put off.  (Romans 6 - What you declared at your baptism.) When you repented of your sins and turned to Christ by faith you made a decision to die to self and live for Christ. You have been made new. The challenge is for us to live as who we already are by faith. 
•	Resist the temptation to put over. Put a little good over the bad - an attempt to hide the blemishes rather than dealing with the sin. Put on some good things… a kind word to someone (love with hypocrisy), Church attendance, small group, go on a mission trip, but you have no intention of dealing with the things that don’t honor the Lord. 
•	Resist the temptation to just put off. We want to kill the bad habits without dealing with the heart. Stopping the bad behavior does not necessarily produce a change the heart that produced it. Often, we want to put off just to avoid a negative consequence. As a result, we never deal with the root of our sin. E.g., Stop looking at porn but never deal with the lust, so the lust manifests somewhere else - you fantasize about what you used to look at. Or, you kill the bad habit of gossip, but you don’t actually deal with the bitterness. So while you don’t talk about the person anymore, you still despise that person deep inside. 
•	Remember WHY you’re putting off -  NOT to simply avoid the negative consequence for sinful behavior but to be like the ONE who saved you. 
•	Know what to put on. Put on behaviors and Christlike characteristics that are consistent with the new life. Fruit of the Spirit (character), or Christ-attitudes and habits, or renewed commitments to the life God is inviting you to.  
•	The church needs you to put off and put on. We grow better together and love each other better when we are putting on Christlike characteristics. It’s challenging to live out what Paul’s teaching unless we’re willing to put off and put on. 
•	Any day could be your last day. Are you living as if you are in your last days? Maybe for you, living for your last days begins with an understanding that if you were to die today or if Christ were to return today, your eternal future would not be with Him because you have never surrendered your life to Him. 
•	This morning, believe the Gospel that Paul has written so extensively about in this letter. Believe that Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sins and rose from the dead three days later so you could have the gift of eternal life. 
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