Nehemiah 7: God is Building a People

Tommy Meador / General Adult

Nehemiah / Nehemiah 7

Introduction

+ In a few months, new buildings will be complete. We’ll celebrate the new
year with the grand opening of our children’s building. Culmination of a 4
year process - we dreamed, planned, prayed, struggled, and now the
dream is becoming a reality.

It will be exciting to see the finished product. It will be more exciting to
see what takes place inside the walls. New buildings are great, but what
takes place inside the building is what’s most important - children and
students coming to faith in Christ and being discipled.

+ Buildings matter, but buildings do not make disciples. Walls cannot
transform hearts. A church can have impressive facilities, successful
programs, and visible momentum while remaining spiritually weak.
Having a new building is great, but God is not building a physical
building. God is building His people. 1 Peter 2:1-5 - We are living stones.

+  We tend to measure progress by what we can see. We look at what has
been completed, built, achieved, or accomplished and assume that
everything must be healthy. But, God is concerned about the kind of
people He’s building - people who are full of the Spirit, who bear forth
the fruit of the Spirit, who live on His mission.

+ Nehemiah 7 - a list of names that’s a repeat of Ezra 2. So, we’re
revisiting the same names we could not pronounce in Ezra 2, but these
same names are strategically placed in Nehemiah 7 to show us that God
was not merely rebuilding a wall. God was restoring and shaping a
people.
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As we look at Nehemiah 7, | want to show you three characteristics
about the kind of people God is building.

God is building a redeemed people.

vs. 1 -4 - The wall is finished. Gatekeepers, singers, Levites appointed.
People that served at the temple.

vs. 2 - Hanani and Hananiah put in charge because they were faithful
and feared God more than most.

City was underpopulated and vulnerable - Nehemiah needed men who
demonstrated faithfulness and trustworthiness to protect the city. Guards
placed at various places.

Saw this in Ezra 2 and worth repeating. God brought His people back to
Jerusalem so that His people might live to worship Him.

vs. 4 - But, the city is sparse. Temple rebuilt, wall rebuild, but Israel not
rebuilt yet. God desires more people to be back in the land who will
serve and worship Him. (vs. 4)

vs. 5 - God put it in Nehemiah’s mind to register the people by
genealogy. He found the record of the families that had returned.

The same list as Ezra 2 - why? The list establishes a connection
between Nehemiah’s generation and the generation that had returned
with Zerubbabel. God was continuing the work He had already begun.
The people living in Nehemiah’s day were part of the same community
God had preserved and restored from exile.

Every name on the list was evidence of God’s redeeming grace - people
brought out of Babylon and restored to Jerusalem. God was not merely
rebuilding a city. God was rebuilding a redeemed people.

We’re a redeemed people - what makes you part of the people of God
(the church) isn’t that you just showed up or that you enjoy being here
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each week. What makes you part of the redeemed people is that you've
embraced what God has done for you. You’ve recognized your sin, and
you have embraced Jesus as the Messiah who lived, died, and rose
again for you to bring you out of your sin and bring you into God’s family.

+ If you are a part of God’s people - redeemed - being built into a spiritual
house, two questions:

+ Do you worship like you’ve been set free? Evaluate: Gratitude or
complaining? Joy or misery? Devotion or going through the motions?
Delight in serving the Lord or making excuses as to why you cannot
serve?

« Or, do you live like you’re still in exile? What keeps you from joyous
worship and devotion to God could be an exile mentality - past guilt,
shame, isolation, bondage to sin - not living as what you are. You see
change as impossible instead of submitting to the Spirit’s work in you.
Remain bitter, angry, etc. Living as if you belong to Babylon and not to
the people of God.

+  What should you do?

+ Remind yourself of what is true. In Christ, you are not condemned. You
have been forgiven, brought near, adopted, and given a new identity.

+ Reject the lies that tell you your past defines you.
+ Confess the sin that continues to hold you and repent.

* Replace habitual complaining with deliberate thanksgiving. Name
specific evidences of God’s grace every day.

God is building a covenant people.

« The list of names in Nehemiah 7:8-60 are God’s covenant people.

+ God’s covenant people are the people that God has chosen to bind to
Himself.
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+ Acovenant is a binding relationship that includes commitments and
promises. A covenant says, “l am yours, you are mine, and this
relationship carries promises and responsibilities.”

«  While the focus of Nehemiah 7 is on God’s people in a specific place,
we’re not the covenant people of God simply because we’re in the same
place together.

+ God’s covenant people are His people because He chose them,
redeemed them, given them His Word, and promised to dwell among
them.

+ Invs. 8-60 - individual family names of those who belonged to the
covenant family. Every name was known by God and known by the
community. No one in the list was there by chance nor was anyone in
the community unknown.

+ They were in the list because of grace. This is not a list of people who
earned a spot in God’s covenant people. God chose them. God
determined that these would be His people.

+ God’s people are preserved. Same list as Ezra 2 - continuity. God
building on previous generations of His people. The exile did not end
God’s plan for His people. He was still at work.

+ God determined how His people would serve Him. In His covenant
family, God’s people approached God on His terms. In verses 64—65,
some men were excluded from the priesthood because they could not
prove their priestly ancestry. They were not permitted to serve until their
status could be confirmed through the priest and the Urim and
Thummim.

« The wall not the ultimate goal - a redeemed covenant people has always
been the goal. God not done in Nehemiah 7. He will bring His Messiah
to this people who will be the Savior of the world.
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Under the old covenant, Israel’s national identity was connected to
physical descent, the land, circumcision, the Mosaic Law, the temple,
and the Levitical priesthood.

Under the new covenant, God’s people are gathered from every nation.
Membership is not determined by genealogy but by repentance and faith
in Christ. Everyone in the new covenant knows the Lord, receives
forgiveness, and is given the Holy Spirit.

Let’s be sure we know who’s in and out. You’re not a part of God’s
covenant people because you attend church or have a religious
experience.

You can claim Christ and NOT be in His family (Matthew 7:21-23).
Entrance into the covenant community is faith and repentance.

Baptism is the public sign of entrance into the new-covenant community.
Lord’s Supper is the ongoing reminder of our covenant commitment.

You can’t live as if your name does not matter. Your name is written
in the Lamb’s Book of Life and cannot be blotted out (Rev. 3:5, 17:8).
It’s not that your name is the point of the story, but your name is written
in God’s story. Your salvation is a part of the story of the unfolding of the
revelation of His glory.

If you matter to God, you don’t have to chase applause, success,
wealth, significance, etc. to find purpose and meaning. You'’ve found it in
Christ. You can chase after Him instead.

Your name may never be plastered on a building or a plaque in
commemoration of something great you did, but your name is secure in
the Lamb’s book of life.

Constantly evaluate: “What am | chasing in order to find fulfillment?”

We can’t live as if God is done. God wasn’t done when the people
were in exile, and God wasn’t done when the wall was completed. And,
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God isn’t done now. He’s not done with you. You’re not a finished work.
He’s still working on you.

Submit to His work.

Where is He convicting you? Where is He calling you to grow? How is
He calling you to participate in His family? What sin is He calling you to
crucify?

He’s not done in this world. He’s adding people to His covenant family,
and He wants to use you to share the Good News of the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

In God’s Kingdom, you do not have to prove that you matter, but you
must live like you belong to God.

God is building a faithful people.

Return to vs. 2 - Hanani and Hananiah put in charge because they were
faithful and feared God more than most.

City was underpopulated and vulnerable - Nehemiah needed men who
demonstrated faithfulness and trustworthiness to protect the city. Guards
placed at various places.

Notice the description of these men - they feared the Lord, and they
were faithful. These men are not described as charismatic, hard-
working, gifted, talented, or resourceful. They may have been all of
those things, but Nehemiah describes them as faithful men who feared
the Lord.

Ultimately, that’s what God desires from us - that we live faithful before
Him.

Faithful people fear the Lord. - We know that God knows everything
about us, and we will give an account of our lives to Him. Fear of the
Lord motivates faithfulness.
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« Faithful people guard what God has entrusted them. In Nehemiah 7, the
city guarded. We guard the church. Protect doctrine. We guard each
other - we hold each other accountable, point people to Christ, protect
our relationships with each other.

« Faithful people serve. Faithful people do what the Lord tells them, not for
accolades or fame, but simply because they want to serve the Lord.

« We need to remember:

- Giftedness without faithfulness hinders the mission. Everyone
follower of Jesus in our church is gifted, but not every follower of Jesus
is faithful to serve the Lord with their gifts and abilities. You may be able
to teach, but never make yourself available. You may be good with
children, but assume someone else will serve. You may have the ability
to encourage people, but remain disconnected from the lives of others.
You may have leadership ability, practical skills, financial resources, or
time you could give, but continually wait for a more convenient season.
When believers refuse to use what God has entrusted to them, needs go
unmet, faithful servants become exhausted, and opportunities for
ministry are missed.

+ The question is not simply, “What am | gifted to do?” The question is,
“Am | faithfully using what God has given me?”

- Faithfulness advances the mission even when giftedness is limited.
You may not feel as talented, confident, experienced, or impressive as
someone else. You may assume God cannot use you because you
cannot preach, sing, teach, or lead.

+ God does not require you to be the most gifted person in the room. He
calls you to be faithful with what He has given you.

+ Faithfulness means showing up when you said you would.

+ It means preparing instead of treating your responsibility casually.
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+ It means serving when no one notices or applauds.
+ It means following through when the work becomes inconvenient.
+ It means noticing needs instead of always waiting to be asked.

+ It means being willing to begin with a small responsibility, learn, and
grow.

+ God can accomplish more through an available and dependable servant
than through a highly gifted person who cannot be counted on.

+ God has called us to be faithful, yet we struggle and sin Jesus struggled
too, but He never fell into sin. He was faithful to obey His Father by
going to the cross and dying in our place only to rise from the dead so
that by believing in Him and repenting of our sins, we might become
children of God. Jesus was faithful to bring us out of exile, redeem us,
and bring us to our heavenly home. He will be faithful to return so that
we might be with Him forever. He is faithful to build His people. He is
faithful to do a work among us preparing us for eternity. Today, if you
have never given your life to Jesus, turn to Him.
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+ In a few months, new buildings will be complete. We’'ll celebrate the new
year with the grand opening of our children’s building. Culmination of a 4
year process - we dreamed, planned, prayed, struggled, and now the
dream is becoming a reality.
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It will be exciting to see the finished product. It will be more exciting to
see what takes place inside the walls. New buildings are great, but what
takes place inside the building is what’s most important - children and
students coming to faith in Christ and being discipled.

Buildings matter, but buildings do not make disciples. Walls cannot
transform hearts. A church can have impressive facilities, successful
programs, and visible momentum while remaining spiritually weak.
Having a new building is great, but God is not building a physical
building. God is building His people. 1 Peter 2:1-5 - We are living stones.

We tend to measure progress by what we can see. We look at what has
been completed, built, achieved, or accomplished and assume that
everything must be healthy. But, God is concerned about the kind of
people He’s building - people who are full of the Spirit, who bear forth
the fruit of the Spirit, who live on His mission.

Nehemiah 7 - a list of names that’s a repeat of Ezra 2. So, we're
revisiting the same names we could not pronounce in Ezra 2, but these
same names are strategically placed in Nehemiah 7 to show us that God
was not merely rebuilding a wall. God was restoring and shaping a
people.

As we look at Nehemiah 7, | want to show you three characteristics
about the kind of people God is building.

God is building a redeemed people.

vs. 1 -4 - The wall is finished. Gatekeepers, singers, Levites appointed.
People that served at the temple.

vs. 2 - Hanani and Hananiah put in charge because they were faithful
and feared God more than most.
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City was underpopulated and vulnerable - Nehemiah needed men who
demonstrated faithfulness and trustworthiness to protect the city. Guards
placed at various places.

Saw this in Ezra 2 and worth repeating. God brought His people back to
Jerusalem so that His people might live to worship Him.

vs. 4 - But, the city is sparse. Temple rebuilt, wall rebuild, but Israel not
rebuilt yet. God desires more people to be back in the land who will
serve and worship Him. (vs. 4)

vs. 5 - God put it in Nehemiah’s mind to register the people by
genealogy. He found the record of the families that had returned.

The same list as Ezra 2 - why? The list establishes a connection
between Nehemiah’s generation and the generation that had returned
with Zerubbabel. God was continuing the work He had already begun.
The people living in Nehemiah’s day were part of the same community
God had preserved and restored from exile.

Every name on the list was evidence of God’s redeeming grace - people
brought out of Babylon and restored to Jerusalem. God was not merely
rebuilding a city. God was rebuilding a redeemed people.

We’re a redeemed people - what makes you part of the people of God
(the church) isn’t that you just showed up or that you enjoy being here
each week. What makes you part of the redeemed people is that you've
embraced what God has done for you. You've recognized your sin, and
you have embraced Jesus as the Messiah who lived, died, and rose
again for you to bring you out of your sin and bring you into God’s family.

If you are a part of God’s people - redeemed - being built into a spiritual
house, two questions:

Do you worship like you’ve been set free? Evaluate: Gratitude or
complaining? Joy or misery? Devotion or going through the motions?
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Delight in serving the Lord or making excuses as to why you cannot
serve?

Or, do you live like you’re still in exile? What keeps you from joyous
worship and devotion to God could be an exile mentality - past guilt,
shame, isolation, bondage to sin - not living as what you are. You see
change as impossible instead of submitting to the Spirit’s work in you.
Remain bitter, angry, etc. Living as if you belong to Babylon and not to
the people of God.

What should you do?

Remind yourself of what is true. In Christ, you are not condemned. You
have been forgiven, brought near, adopted, and given a new identity.

Reject the lies that tell you your past defines you.
Confess the sin that continues to hold you and repent.

Replace habitual complaining with deliberate thanksgiving. Name
specific evidences of God’s grace every day.

God is building a covenant people.

The list of names in Nehemiah 7:8-60 are God’s covenant people.

God’s covenant people are the people that God has chosen to bind to
Himself.

A covenant is a binding relationship that includes commitments and
promises. A covenant says, “| am yours, you are mine, and this
relationship carries promises and responsibilities.”

While the focus of Nehemiah 7 is on God’s people in a specific place,
we’re not the covenant people of God simply because we’re in the same
place together.
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« God’s covenant people are His people because He chose them,
redeemed them, given them His Word, and promised to dwell among
them.

+ Invs. 8-60 - individual family names of those who belonged to the
covenant family. Every name was known by God and known by the
community. No one in the list was there by chance nor was anyone in
the community unknown.

+ They were in the list because of grace. This is not a list of people who
earned a spot in God’s covenant people. God chose them. God
determined that these would be His people.

+ God’s people are preserved. Same list as Ezra 2 - continuity. God
building on previous generations of His people. The exile did not end
God’s plan for His people. He was still at work.

+ God determined how His people would serve Him. In His covenant
family, God’s people approached God on His terms. In verses 64—65,
some men were excluded from the priesthood because they could not
prove their priestly ancestry. They were not permitted to serve until their
status could be confirmed through the priest and the Urim and
Thummim.

+ The wall not the ultimate goal - a redeemed covenant people has always
been the goal. God not done in Nehemiah 7. He will bring His Messiah
to this people who will be the Savior of the world.

+ Under the old covenant, Israel’s national identity was connected to
physical descent, the land, circumcision, the Mosaic Law, the temple,
and the Levitical priesthood.

+ Under the new covenant, God’s people are gathered from every nation.
Membership is not determined by genealogy but by repentance and faith
in Christ. Everyone in the new covenant knows the Lord, receives
forgiveness, and is given the Holy Spirit.
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+ Let’s be sure we know who’s in and out. You’re not a part of God’s
covenant people because you attend church or have a religious
experience.

* You can claim Christ and NOT be in His family (Matthew 7:21-23).
Entrance into the covenant community is faith and repentance.

+ Baptism is the public sign of entrance into the new-covenant community.
Lord’s Supper is the ongoing reminder of our covenant commitment.

* You can’t live as if your name does not matter. Your name is written
in the Lamb’s Book of Life and cannot be blotted out (Rev. 3:5, 17:8).
It’s not that your name is the point of the story, but your name is written
in God’s story. Your salvation is a part of the story of the unfolding of the
revelation of His glory.

+ If you matter to God, you don’t have to chase applause, success,
wealth, significance, etc. to find purpose and meaning. You’ve found it in
Christ. You can chase after Him instead.

+ Your name may never be plastered on a building or a plaque in
commemoration of something great you did, but your name is secure in
the Lamb’s book of life.

+ Constantly evaluate: “What am | chasing in order to find fulfillment?”

+ We can’t live as if God is done. God wasn’t done when the people
were in exile, and God wasn’t done when the wall was completed. And,
God isn’t done now. He’s not done with you. You’re not a finished work.
He’s still working on you.

« Submit to His work.

+  Where is He convicting you? Where is He calling you to grow? How is
He calling you to participate in His family? What sin is He calling you to
crucify?
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He’s not done in this world. He’s adding people to His covenant family,
and He wants to use you to share the Good News of the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

In God’s Kingdom, you do not have to prove that you matter, but you
must live like you belong to God.

God is building a faithful people.

Return to vs. 2 - Hanani and Hananiah put in charge because they were
faithful and feared God more than most.

City was underpopulated and vulnerable - Nehemiah needed men who
demonstrated faithfulness and trustworthiness to protect the city. Guards
placed at various places.

Notice the description of these men - they feared the Lord, and they
were faithful. These men are not described as charismatic, hard-
working, gifted, talented, or resourceful. They may have been all of
those things, but Nehemiah describes them as faithful men who feared
the Lord.

Ultimately, that’s what God desires from us - that we live faithful before
Him.

Faithful people fear the Lord. - We know that God knows everything
about us, and we will give an account of our lives to Him. Fear of the
Lord motivates faithfulness.

Faithful people guard what God has entrusted them. In Nehemiah 7, the
city guarded. We guard the church. Protect doctrine. We guard each
other - we hold each other accountable, point people to Christ, protect
our relationships with each other.

Faithful people serve. Faithful people do what the Lord tells them, not for
accolades or fame, but simply because they want to serve the Lord.
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 We need to remember:

+ Giftedness without faithfulness hinders the mission. Everyone
follower of Jesus in our church is gifted, but not every follower of Jesus
is faithful to serve the Lord with their gifts and abilities. You may be able
to teach, but never make yourself available. You may be good with
children, but assume someone else will serve. You may have the ability
to encourage people, but remain disconnected from the lives of others.
You may have leadership ability, practical skills, financial resources, or
time you could give, but continually wait for a more convenient season.
When believers refuse to use what God has entrusted to them, needs go
unmet, faithful servants become exhausted, and opportunities for
ministry are missed.

+ The question is not simply, “What am | gifted to do?” The question is,
“Am | faithfully using what God has given me?”

+ Faithfulness advances the mission even when giftedness is limited.
You may not feel as talented, confident, experienced, or impressive as
someone else. You may assume God cannot use you because you
cannot preach, sing, teach, or lead.

+ God does not require you to be the most gifted person in the room. He
calls you to be faithful with what He has given you.

+ Faithfulness means showing up when you said you would.

+ It means preparing instead of treating your responsibility casually.
+ It means serving when no one notices or applauds.

+ It means following through when the work becomes inconvenient.
+ It means noticing needs instead of always waiting to be asked.

+ It means being willing to begin with a small responsibility, learn, and
grow.
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+ God can accomplish more through an available and dependable servant
than through a highly gifted person who cannot be counted on.

+ God has called us to be faithful, yet we struggle and sin Jesus struggled
too, but He never fell into sin. He was faithful to obey His Father by
going to the cross and dying in our place only to rise from the dead so
that by believing in Him and repenting of our sins, we might become
children of God. Jesus was faithful to bring us out of exile, redeem us,
and bring us to our heavenly home. He will be faithful to return so that
we might be with Him forever. He is faithful to build His people. He is
faithful to do a work among us preparing us for eternity. Today, if you
have never given your life to Jesus, turn to Him.
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