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Introduction
• https://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/dec/29/it-was-a-great-deal-

but-not-for-him-120-year-old/ - It is costly to live with wrong decisions. 

• The wrong decision is to live life apart from Jesus; to not embrace the 
Gospel. 

• While embracing the Gospel is absolutely the right decision, it isn’t an 
easy decision. To embrace Jesus is to invite hardship in your life.  In a 
world that constantly criticizes Christians - we’re accused of being 
hypocrites, anti-science, judgmental, narrow-minded, intolerant, 
repressive, etc. Will we live unashamed of Jesus?

• Maybe you’ve had moments where you’ve been embarrassed about 
your faith. Maybe you didn’t want a friend or coworker to know about 
your faith because of what they might think of you. Maybe there have 
been moments when you’ve been ashamed to associate with Jesus. 
Even the Apostle Peter had a moment when he was ashamed to 
associate with Jesus. 

• This morning we’re beginning a study of the Book of Romans. Some call 
this letter Paul’s magnum opus. It’s Paul’s most extensive letter where 
he beautifully and masterfully helps us to understand the Gospel.

• Romans is robust, deep, and theological. It’s also very personal as it 
helps us to understand how to connect faith to life. 

• In the first chapter, Paul lays out his theme for the entire letter: “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation 
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to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in 
it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is 
written: The righteous will live by faith” (Romans 1:16-17). 

• How do we live lives that are unashamed of the Gospel? Three ways: 

Don’t forget who you are.
• Paul - a servant (doulos) - Only identifies himself this way a couple of 

times but speaks to how he sees himself - as someone who belongs to 
Jesus - complete devotion. 

• Apostle - identifies himself with the 12 minus Judas. He saw the 
resurrected Lord (Acts 9) on the road to Damascus and called to be an 
apostle - specifically, apostle to the Gentiles. (Apostle = a temporary 
office.) 

• Book of Acts chronicles the missionary work of Paul from Acts 13 -28. 
On his missionary journeys, Paul plants churches and writes letters to 
further instruct the churches he planted. 

• Paul did not plant church in Rome, but he wanted to visit the church at 
Rome - strategic. Paul  wanted to visit Rome on the way to Spain. He 
hopes that the church at Rome will support him along the way (Romans 
15:23-24). Writes this letter on third missionary journey while he was in 
Corinth. 

• The church struggled - made up of Jewish and Gentile Christians. The 
emporer Claudius expelled Jews from Rome. For five years, Jews were 
away and then returned. Jewish Christians returned to the church at 
Rome, and it created challenges between Jewish and Gentile Christians 
who came from very different backgrounds. 

• In this letter, Paul wants Gentile believers to understand how God has 
been at work through the Jewish people to bring about His Messiah, and 
how God is still at work to draw BOTH Jews and Gentiles to Himself. 
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• First seven verses, simple, clear explanation of Gospel which Paul will 
expound upon in great detail in chapters to come. 

• The Gospel of God - vs. 1 - God promised His Messiah in the OT, Jesus 
Christ, who descended from David. Paul rarely mentions that Jesus was 
descended from David but wants Gentile believers to know that Jesus 
was a Jew - came from the lineage of David. 

• vs. 3-4 Jesus born of the flesh - fully God/fully man. Jesus died and rose 
from the dead - He is the POWERFUL Son of God. Resurrection proves 
His power. 

• vs. 5-6 Paul and the other apostles were made apostles by the grace of 
God so that they might spread the Good News of Jesus to the nations - 
so the nations might live to obey God. (Obedience of faith - unique 
phrase in Romans - uses it again in 16:26). Imagine how overwhelmed 
with humility Paul was every time he thought about the call of God on his 
life - from who he was to a missionary. 

• Paul lived and breathed the mission of God. The identity of God 
changed His identity.

• Don’t forget who you are. Living unashamed is constantly remembering 
that you aren’t who you used to be - The Gospel has given you a new 
identity, a new reason for living, a new purpose. 

• vs. 7 - Believers in Rome shared same identity as Paul - saints - holy 
ones who belonged to God. 

• How do you know if you are living out your identity in Jesus? Three 
questions to ask: 

• What do you want people to know about you? What you do for a 
living? How fun you are? How accomplished you are? Or, that your life is 
defined by the Gospel? What you want people to know about you says a 
lot about where you find your identity. 
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• What do you want people to know about Jesus? Nothing? That He 
was a good man? Or, that He is Lord of your life who is worth living for?

• Would you rather people know about you or know about Jesus? 
How much do you talk about yourself? How much do you talk about 
what Jesus has done for you? If you’re a servant of Christ, seems like 
you would talk much about Jesus? 

Don’t forget who we are.
• vs. 7 - saints - we share an identity - we are in Christ (Romans 6 - in 

baptism we identify with Christ and each other.) 

• Paul’s thanksgiving for the church - encouraging verses. 

• vs. 8 - “Your faith is reported in all the world…” That’s what you want to 
hear as a church. What do we want to be known for as a church? 
Faithful? Passionate? Disciple-makers? We can’t be known for what we 
don’t live for. What do we want the church in Charleston to be known 
for? What if our faith was reported all over our area? What does the 
community say about Northwood? 

• vs. 9-10 - Paul praying for an opportunity to come to Rome. Why? Just 
to get to know them better? No… far more strategic. He wants Rome to 
join him on his mission. Paul’s desire to reach the nations with the 
Gospel needed to be the church’s desire. 

• The mission of God is not a SOLO mission for people who feel called to 
international missions, or for people who feel called ot plant a church. 
We may send out missionaries, but we live for the mission together. 

• It’s not SOLO, it’s COLLECTIVE. Paul coming to Rome to be mutually 
encouraged. (vs. 11-13) Paul is coming to minister to these believers, 
but he knows these believers will also minister to him. We need mutual 
encouragement - I’m encouraged when you pray for me, tell me how 
God is at work in your life, when i see you share the Gospel, when you 
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minister to my family. You’re encouraged when I pray for you, etc. 
Mutual encouragement is a reminder that we are family committed to the 
Gospel together. 

• vs. 13-14 - Paul wants to come to Rome for fruitful ministry just like he 
has had among other Gentiles. He plans on evangelizing in Rome to 
help the church reach more people - this is his mission - obligated. 
Greeks = Greek speaking people. Barbarians = all non Greek speaking 
people (or despised ethnicities) - foolish and wise - some would 
embrace, some would not - but Paul would share the Gospel regardless.

• vs. 15 - eager to preach the Gospel to you - Believers needed to be 
reminded of the power of the Gospel. Romans = a long exposition of the 
Gospel. The Gospel isn’t just a one-time confession that gets you into 
heaven, it’s message of the cross that you daily need to remind you of 
who you are, how loved you are, and how purposeful your life is. Paul is 
committed to discipling the church at Rome. 

• Gospel work is not SOLO, it’s COLLECTIVE, it’s also STRATEGIC - 
Paul is going to spend much time writing sentence after sentence about 
the Gospel so that when he gets to Rome they will be ready to receive 
him and support him as he takes the Gospel to Spain. Paul coming to 
Rome with his eyes on Spain. Our mission is strategic - make disciples, 
raise up leaders, plant churches, send out missionaries. 

• This is WHO WE ARE - a people changed by Christ on His mission. 

• To live out who we are, we constantly need to make some shifts in the 
way we think about the church: 

• “Do I like it?” vs. “Who am I engaging?”

• “I wasn’t included.” vs. “Who can I include?”

• “They don’t need me.” vs. “I am called and gifted to serve.” 

• “I can’t share the Gospel.” vs. “I must share the Gospel.”
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• “Others can live on mission.” vs. “I must join my church on 
mission.” 

Don’t forget who we have.
• We have Jesus and His power. 

• vs. 16-17 - the theme of the letter.

• vs. 16 - “I am not ashamed…” It was obvious Paul was not ashamed 
(2 Corinthians 11:23-27). Are you ashamed? 

• Of the Gospel = Good news of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

• Why was Paul not ashamed? The power of God to change lives in 
the Gospel - his life had been changed. The power of God for 
everyone who believes - not a few who believe but everyone who 
believes. You have no power in you to save yourself. You cannot 
justify yourself. Only God has the power to save.  

• vs. 17 - the verse that started the Reformation - Martin Luther

• the righteousness of God = 1. His character, 2. His saving action - he 
puts things right - faithful to His covenant - 3. His gift/status to sinners 
- He counts the ungodly as righteous in Christ.

• Revealed from faith to faith = Received by faith and the evidence that 
you have placed your faith in Christ is that you live out your faith.  

• Paul quotes from Habakkuk 2:4 - Faith in the promises of God  - 
those promises had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. (Habakkuk lived in 
faith even when God’s plan didn’t make sense to him.) The Messiah 
that the prophets looked for. Life has always been on the basis of 
faith. 

• Have you embraced the Gospel? Have you accepted God’s free gift 
of salvation? Turn to Him by faith. Repent of your sins and believe in 
Him. 

Page .  Exported from Logos Bible Study, 9:15 AM October 6, 2025.6

https://ref.ly/2Co11.23-27
https://ref.ly/Hab2.4
https://www.logos.com/


• Followers of Jesus: 

• Identify what silences you. Fear of man? Fear of not knowing what 
to say? Hidden sin and low assurance? Worried that it’s your job to 
convert rather than trusting God? Little intimacy with God? Misplaced 
identity? Sharing faith just not important to you? 

• Identify your oikos. Praying that studying Romans will give us a 
passion for sharing the Gospel. God grows passion in us as we pray 
for the lost by name. Oikos = Greek word for household - NT - Gospel 
spreads through every day conversations. You have a circle of 
influence. Where is God at work in that circle of influence? 

• Ask God for five Gospel conversations. What would happen if 
every one of us committed to sharing the Gospel with five people by 
the time we end the Book of Romans? (6 months) People would get 
saved! Ask God to give you the boldness to share with 5 people over 
the next six months. 
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